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It is to be expected that each 
herdsman will try to keep as many 
cattle as possible on the commons.  

Such an arrangement may work 
reasonably satisfactorily for 
centuries because tribal wars, 
poaching, and disease keep the 

numbers of both man and beast well 
below the carrying capacity of the 

land.
Garrett Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons”
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The social arrangements 
that produce responsibility 

are arrangements that 
create coercion, of some 

sort.
Garrett Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons”
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